
 
 
 

 
CITY OF INDEPENDENCE, MO 

RIPARIAN CORRIDOR STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS 
3/21/05 

Interviewee: __________________________________________________________ 

Title: _______ ________________________________________________________ 

Firm: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________ __________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________________________________ 

Time of Interview: ______________________________________ ______________ 

 

Introduction and Summary of Study: 

 
1. Where do you think stormwater management ranks in the overall priorities of the City 

of Independence, Missouri – high, medium, or low?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Many urban storm water runoff problems can be solved by more “green” solutions 
such as wetlands, riparian setback buffers, and various types of solutions to reduce the 
peak rate of runoff.  Often these types of green solutions can be integrated with new 
park land, biking trails and recreation areas.  Do you believe that solutions of this 
nature should be explored in Independence, MO?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Can stream setbacks be an affective tool within the City’s arsenal of resources to impact 

water quality and flooding problems? 
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4. How important is water quality of streams and lakes in Independence, MO? – 
(Very Important, Somewhat Important, Not Important, Don’t Know) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. How important do you think it is to preserve existing streams and steam corridors in 

Independence, MO to accomplish the following: (circle the corresponding number below) 
 

  Very Somewhat Not   Don’t 
  Important Important Important  Know 

(A) Protect water quality in lakes and streams .................3...................2................1.................9 

(B) Minimize flooding and property damage ...................3...................2................1.................9 

(C)  Maintain wildlife habitat ............................................3...................2................1.................9 

(D) Provide outdoor recreation opportunities ...................3...................2................1.................9 

(E) Other:  ______________________............................3...................2................1.................9 

 
 
6. What are the benefits of a stream setback ordinance to Independence’s future economic 

growth? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.   In general, how supportive would you be of limiting the types of future development 

adjacent to streams? (check one) 
___ (1) Very supportive 
___(2) Somewhat supportive 
___(3) Not sure 
___(4) Not supportive 

 
 
 



Independence Stakeholder Interviews 
 
 

 
 

3

 
8. What aspects of the currently proposed stream setback ordinance do you feel is most 

important for a successful program? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. What aspects of the currently proposed stream setback ordinance most concerns you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  If the ordinance is adopted, what challenges do you see ahead for the following issues: 

(plan application process, plan review, inspection, enforcement, maintenance, 
permitting, education and outreach, capital projects, cross-department coordination, 
etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.  In your opinion, where is development pressure the greatest in Independence? Will 

riparian areas be affected?  How? 
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12. How can an affective balance be struck between riparian area protection and a 

property owners desire to use the land? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. What suggestions do you have for the City as they begin to implement a successful 

riparian corridor management program? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. What concerns do you have about development’s impact on creeks, waterways?  Are 

you aware of the impacts of erosion? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. Do you engage in or are you supportive of development practices that help to protect 

our waterways? 
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16.  (FOR DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY)  Do you have any projects currently 

underway that would have been affected by setbacks?  Are you willing to adjust your 
development plans to comply with setback requirements?  Any new project coming up 
that would be? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17.  Are you willing to speak before the City Council in support of the new ordinance? 


