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West Nile Virus Coordinated Response Plan Released

Jackson County, Missouri, April 21, 2003 – A plan to reduce the spread of West Nile Virus has been collaboratively developed by the Jackson County Health Department and the Jackson County Public Works and Parks Departments.

“As with many diseases, prevention is the simplest and most effective way to combat the spread of West Nile Virus,” said Dr. Paula Livingston, Director of the Jackson County Health Department.

“It was clear we needed to coordinate our efforts across many different governmental and health agencies,” said Katheryn Shields, Jackson County Executive. “I am hopeful the teamwork across many lines will make our efforts to combat this disease that much more effective. My thanks to all who are participating.” 

The Health Department will work with cities, unincorporated areas and school districts to educate the public about West Nile Virus and will identify human and animal cases.  Jackson County Public Works/Environmental Health staff will collect dead birds and trap mosquitoes for testing from the cities of Blue Springs, Grandview, Lake Tapawingo, Lee’s Summit, Raytown and Sugar Creek.  Finally, the Jackson County Parks Department will assist the same cities by providing information about the use of larvicide.

 People can reduce their chance of exposure to infected mosquitoes by taking preventive steps, such as eliminating all standing water, especially in tires, buckets and other water-holding objects; avoiding mosquito infested areas; wearing long-sleeved shirts, long pants, socks and shoes especially at dawn, dusk and early evening hours at peak mosquito biting times; using insect repellents that contain DEET and carefully following product instructions.

.

More information about West Nile virus and its prevention can be found on the Jackson County Health Department website at www.jacohd.org.  Click on West Nile Virus Information.
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