
 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

AIR QUALITY FORUM 
 

July 12, 2022  
 
 

1. Introductions and determination of quorum 
Introduction were made and a quorum was met. 

2. Approve May meeting summary* 
May minutes were approved. 

3. Public Awareness Survey Results 
ETC reported to the Air Quality Forum to share their findings on the Annual Air Quality 
Awareness Survey Findings. The survey provides a benchmark for objectively evaluating 
the sustained impact of air quality education. The Annual Air Quality Awareness survey 
took about 10 minutes to complete and was administered by mail, e-mail/internet. 845 
people completed the survey and at least 150 surveys were completed in each county.  
Major findings: 

• In 2022, the number of “very concerned” and “somewhat concerned” responses 
regarding the consequences of poor air quality increased from 2021. 

• 40% of people in the Kansas City area believe air pollution is getting worse. 
• The survey showed many Kansas City residents are unsure whether the natural 

environment will be better in the future. 
• 39% of individuals have seen SKYCAST information during whether forecast 
• 84% of individual in the Kansas City area understand the importance of knowing 

when it is an ozone alert day.  
• There was a significant increase in the number of residents who had seen/heard 

promotional AQ media since 2021. 
• 5% of individuals have heard about the AirQ Program or AirQKC.org. 
• Local TV & Radio are still the primary methods of receiving ozone alert 

information 
• 60% of respondents are aware of what an ozone alert day means 

Summary: Respondents believe that air pollution is either staying the same (35%) or 
getting worse (40%). Respondents are unsure if our natural environment will get better. 
Fewer respondents saw SKYCAST information during the past year. 39% saw SKYCAST 
information during weather forecast on local television news last year, a 6% decrease 
from 2021 and a 14% decrease from 2019. 48% of respondents indicated they had seen 
or heard promotional media about air quality in Kansas City during the past year, a 
significant increase of 20% from 2021. Health effects of global warming/climate change 
are respondents’ two most important reasons to reduce air pollution. Respondents are 
less willing to change certain behaviors on ozone alert days. 
 

4.  Connected KC 2050 Amendment #4 



 
Connected KC 2050 establishes division, sets policies & strategies for our long-range 
transportation investments; ultimately, identifies projects to implement during the life 
of ConnectedKC 2050. There are currently three amendments proposed for the 
following projects: 

• IKE – Kansas 10-year transportation program  
o Informed by KDOT’s local consult process, selects projects for 

advancement into development & construction on rolling cycle. 
o Two new regionally significant expansion projects announced by 

KDOT under the IKE program: 
• I-35 (119th to US-56) 
• K-10 (I-435 to the Douglas County line) 

o Both projects are anticipated to add new through-lanes 
o Projects currently not listed in KCK2050 

• MODOT recently announced projects being added to STIP 
• Request to amend into region’s MTP and TIP: I-49 (155th to N. Cass 

Parkway) 
• Project is anticipated to add new through-lanes 
• Project currently described as a ‘high priority illustrative’ project in 

CKC2050 
Current ConnectedKC2050 Projects: 
 K-10 (I-435 to Douglas County line (#823)) – Highway modernization & 

expansion projects (2 to 4 added travel lanes to be explored for 16+ mile 
corridor). The proposed action is to add as a NEW project into CKC2050. 

 I-35 (119th to Old US 56 (#178)) – Highway moderation & expansion projects (2 
added travel lanes to be explored for 4-mile corridor). The proposed action is to 
add as a NEW project into CKC2050. 

 I-49 (155th to N Cass Pkwy) – Highway modernization & expansion projects (2 
added travel lanes to be explored for 5-mile corridor). The proposed action is to 
amend existing CKC2050 project #1430. 

Financial Capacity Analysis (KS) 
 Financial analysis provides forecast of anticipated revenues based on past 

historical assumptions. Prior to any adjustments in revenue forecast, inclusion 
and approval of these amendment would yield negative balance of 
approximately $71.282 million for 202002030 state system projects. However, 
IKE legislation provides KDOT flexibility to expend additional funds on projects. 
Under IKE, all project selected through local consults process come with 
dedicated funding. KDOT has advanced various projects listed through this 
amendment into the development and construction pipeline and thus 
guarantees funding for these improvements 

Financial Capacity Analysis (MO) 
 Financial analysis provides forecast of anticipated revenues based on past 

historical assumptions. Given IIJA anticipated new revenues, financial capacity 
exist to support amending this project into financially constrained project listing.  

Policy Considerations 
• Metropolitan transportation plan amendments follow policy guidance from 

Connected KC 2050 and policies adopted therein. Congested Management This 



 
policy applies to projects which add single occupant vehicle capacity (SOV) and 
requires that projects consider transportation demand management / system 
management (TDM/TSM) strategies and indicate how TDM/TSM strategies 
alone cannot address the stated congestion issue. TDM/TSM strategies should 
be incorporated into the project scope as appropriate. 

 
A forum member commented relating to concerns around induced demand; The forum 
member addressed equity concerns and asked if there are any imminent domain issues 
along that route. Is there potential for the stipulation to include fewer increased lane 
miles. The two projects up for amendment will be going through scoping as TDM/TSM 
strategies are considered. Because we have TDM/TSM strategies that are required for 
approval, what is the process for including relevant stakeholders. Allison Smith from 
KDOT said that the project is still in the early phase, but KDOT will be sure include 
community stakeholder opportunities.  
 

5. Air Quality Forum survey results 
An Air Quality Forum survey was administered over the last few months to get a better 
perspective on the AQF’s accomplishments & how we can strengthen the forum. The Air 
Quality Forum is looking into a different structure/membership format for the forum.  
 
Survey results showed most members of the forum feel meeting management, 
communications & education through the forum is strong. There could be more room 
for networking. Based on survey results, forum members are interested in the following 
as agenda items: Flint Hills progress reports and actions taken, more Air Quality 101 
sessions, guide to changing local ordinances and navigating elected bodies, EPA updates 
on air rulemakings, industry emission sources in the region, roundtable updates from 
members & attendees, etc.  
 
Respondents of the survey felt there could be more member representation from public 
health representatives/hospitals, more industry representative, EPA community 
outreach staff, DOT officials & more environmental/environmental justice organizations. 
 
A concept for the format of the meeting discussed in March involved splitting the 
membership into two groups. A smaller “technical group” would continue to meet 
monthly to review and discuss air quality concerns, rules and regulations. The technical 
group would then be joined quarterly by a “policy-focused group” focused on regional 
planning, educational programming and public awareness campaigns. The bylaws would 
allow for enough flexibility to expand the membership to include relevant stakeholders 
as needed, e.g., in cases where new regional rules and regulation must be developed. 
Respondents of the survey were largely supportive of the idea. The majority of members 
want to keep the hybrid setting to meetings.   
 
General Comments related to the Air Quality Forum Survey: 

• Meetings are not fully utilizing the expertise of the members 
• Each meetings included an update on how the Kansas City Metro area is doing 

regarding compliance with NAAQS, especially during ozone season. 



 
• I like the existing format of the Air Quality Forum… with option for breakouts 

when necessary for specific issues.  
 

6. Ozone Season Update 
So far in 2022 we have had a really good ozone season and have not had any ozone 
exceedances. In June, we saw some heat, which was above average. The area has had a 
number of sizable storms that came through and dropped some moisture on us. 
However, we are still lower than average for precipitation. We will continue to face 
problem with extreme drought, specifically in the West. In addition, wildfires have 
continued to occur & we have been tracking PM2.5 levels related to those fires; though, 
we have not seen increased PM 2.5 in our area as a result, yet. On the fourth of July, 
during the night, we saw high levels of particulate. By 2am the particulate starting to 
mix & clear from our air.  
 
The activeness in weather pattern allowed us to keep our ozone in check. Though in July 
& August we will see more drought. The warmth & dry temperature during the next two 
months could cause the potential for more ozone alerts. Once we get back to 
September we should go more towards a zonal flow from west to east, which locally 
allows for more showers, storms etc.  
 

7. State rules in progress 
Cameron Weeks at DNR noted that the state has two SIP revisions up for discussion. The 
first item coming up for public hearing is for revisions to the interstate transport for the 
2020 ozone standard. 

 

8. Other Business 
There was no other business. 

 

9. Adjourn    

 

*Action item 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to social distancing requirements stemming from the coronavirus pandemic, the meeting will be held via 
teleconference. Members of the public who wish to participate in this meeting please email 
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