
MEETING NOTICE 
SUSTAINABLE PLACES POLICY COMMITTEE 

FRIDAY, November 14, 2025 - 9 AM – 10:30 am (Hybrid: Board Room and MARC - Zoom 04) 

Co-Chairs 
Mayor Dean Katerndahl, Parkville, Mo. 

Council Member Logan Heley, City of Overland Park, Kan. 

AGENDA   
  

1. Welcome and Introductions 
2. Approval of September 12th Meeting summary* 
3. Activity Center Map Refresh 
4. Center & Corridors Discussion 

o As you listen to the survey findings and the panelists details, are there any characteristics 
missing that should be added to either centers or corridors? 

o There are specific challenges that were raised for centers, what are appropriate approaches to 
addressing those challenges? 

o An overarching challenge raised for corridors is what is its purpose – should it be focused just 
on through traffic or is it similar to a center in that it is a destination? How might this challenge 
be addressed? 

o There are other specific challenges that were raised for corridors, what are appropriated 
approaches to addressing those challenges? 

5. Reconnecting the East Side - Kansas City, MO 
6. Annual Update of Conflict of Interest/Whistleblower Policies 
7. Other Items – Quick updates 

o Next meeting January 9th, 2025 
o Vibrant Success Stories Event 

*Vote   

Special Accommodations: Please notify MARC at (816) 474-4240 at least 48 hours in advance if you require special 
accommodations to attend this meeting (i.e., qualified interpreter, large print, reader, hearing assistance). MARC 
programs are non-discriminatory as stated by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. For more information or to obtain a 
Title VI Complaint Form, call 816-474-4240 or visit our webpage. 



Please join us to celebrate local Vibrant Success Stories on December 5. 
MARC will recognize projects funded through the Planning Sustainable Places 
(PSP) program that have successfully advanced integrated transportation, land use 
and environmental planning at the local level. PSP projects support vibrant places, 
connected places, and green places.   

  
The event will feature showcase presentations that share the impact of these 

projects on economic development and quality of life. After our showcase 
presentations, a Q&A panel with previous PSP sponsors will discuss the benefits 
and challenges that arise from this kind of integrated planning. We will also 
provide an update to the comprehensive Climate Action Plan technical report, 
reflecting changes made since the 2021 plan. 

___________________________________________ 
Vibrant Success Stories Event 

Friday, December 5th , 2025 
Kauffman Foundation Conference Center 

RSVP Here 
___________________________________________ 

https://marc.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/GrZ2nGyr?mode=Attendee


SUSTAINABLE PLACES POLICY COMMITTEE 
September 12, 2025 Meeting Summary 
  
Committee Members   
Dean Katerndahl, City of Parkville, MO – MO Co-Chair 
Logan Heley, City of Overland Park, KS – KS Co-Chair 
Brian Alferman, Johnson County, KS 
Jon Birkel, Hunt Midwest 
Nona Eath, HAKC 
Kyle Ferden, KCCLT 
Bonnie Johnson, KU Urban Planning 
Cathy Justice, Bridging the Gap 
Erin Ollig, City of Overland Park, KS 
Wes McKain, Wyandotte County, KS 
Melissa Schmitz, MoDOT 
Regan Tokos, Kansas City, MO 
Juan Yin, MoDOT 

MARC Staff 
Ron Achelpohl, Martin Rivarola, Beth Dawson, Cy Splichal, Megan Broll, Tom Jacobs, Marlene 
Nagel, Hannah Mitchell, Sara Hintze 

Welcome and Introductions 
Missouri Co-Chair Dean Katerndahl called the meeting to order. Introductions in person and on 
Zoom followed. 

Approval of July 11th Meeting Summary 
Kansas Co-Chair Logan Heley called for any additions or corrections to the meeting summary 
draft; none were suggested. Co-chair Dean Katerndahl made a motion to approve the minutes 
with the recommended changes, and Cathy Justice seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Smart Moves and Regional Bikeway Plan Update 
Martin Rivarola, MARC, provided brief overviews of two plans that MARC is currently 
updating: Smart Moves, the region’s long-term transit and mobility plan, and the Regional 
Bikeway Plan, the region’s long-term bicycle plan. Informational handouts were provided to the 
committee members with more details on the studies, which will be completed in 2026. 

Housing and Transportation Coordination Plan – Draft Scope 
Cy Splichal, MARC, presented a draft scope of work for a Regional Housing and Transportation 
Coordination Plan that MARC is preparing to perform in 2026. 



Conversation ensued about creating incentives for both local governments to encourage housing, 
as well as guidance for private sector entities. Additional comments were made on the impact of 
rising housing costs in Wyandotte County, and the importance of modeling potential revenue and 
economic benefit from developing activity centers and corridors. 

Activity Center Map Review 
Beth Dawson and Sara Hintze, MARC, presented the updated version of the Activity Centers 
map, which is used to score projects for the Planning Sustainable Places (PSP) program as well 
as Sub-allocated Surface Transportation Block Grants (STBG). This model included an updated 
data source which explains some changes in how different activity is represented on the map. 

Discussion ensued about the different types of activity centers that are not captured in this work, 
such as parks, recreational locations, and event spaces. The committee proposed several items to 
consider in future work when considering activity centers. 

Other Items – Quick Updates 
Martin Rivarola, MARC, explained that due to commendations on the PSP program during 
MARC’s recertification process, staff are no longer recommending changes to the branding of 
the program or committee. 

No further business was called. The next meeting is scheduled for November 14th. The meeting 
was adjourned. 
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